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DESCRIPTION 
Ricky Hargett has been seen by the Center for Rehabilitation Technology for the 
construction of a custom Prosthetic device. He is a right below elbow amputee who works for 
the Cobb County Waste Department. The goal of this project was to begin Ricky's progress 
towards driving the tractor trailer trucks belonging to the waste department. 
CRT's solution is a custom prosthesis that Ricky can don independently. The main 
section fits snugly over his forearm and is strapped proximally to an arm cuff that checks any 
distal migration. Attached to the main section is an interchangeable cup that snaps over the 
gear shift of the truck. The cup has an adjustment pin that allows for the different angles of 
the various gear shifts and a set of rotation slots that allow for different orientations of the gear 
shifts. The cup can be interchanged for the two different styles of trucks that are currently in 
use or a new cup could be added at a later date. 
Office of Interdisciplinary Programs 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
A Unit of the University System of Georgia 
The prosthesis developed by CRT was delivered on 8/10/94. Subsequent follow-ups 
were performed on 8/23/94 and 9/8/94 until the final iteration of the prosthesis was delivered 
on 10/4/94. As Ricky has never driven a stick before and he is starting with an eighteen 
wheeler it is expected that there will be quite a bit of training time before he can drive 
proficiently. The Center for Rehabilitation Technology has instructed Ricky that over a period 
of time, through normal use, elements of the prosthesis will fail. Constant examination of the 
plastic parts and Velcro straps is necessary. Failure of an element of the prosthesis would not 
result in a dangerous situation above the inconvenience of being stranded. Ricky has been 
instructed that the possibility of being stranded exists every time he uses the prosthesis. 






Final Report Delivered 10/28/94 
FOLLOW UP SCHEDULE: 
Ricky and the Cobb County Waste Dept. have been instructed to remain in contact with 
CRT. Judy Skeel will coordinate any future meetings. It is expected that it may be 6 months, 
a year, or more before Ricky will be able to take a driver's test and CRT will be available for 
consult at any time. 
A photographic release form is on file at CRT. The below elbow prosthesis 
information will be disseminated where appropriate. 

•" 
